
In 1974, a small group of 
neighbors decided to establish 
a library in  Cedar Mill. With no 
city to develop a library, they 
organized a non-profit and 
mobilized volunteers to make 
the dream a reality. After 
locating space in the old 
Milltowner Center, volunteers 
raised funds, collected books, 
and opened the library in 
January 1976.

From this original dream, the 
library has grown into one of 
the most heavily used libraries 
in Oregon and now runs 
libraries in Cedar Mill & Bethany.  
The original founding vision of 
these community-oriented  
volunteers is alive and well!



October 1975 – Washington 
County Book Van provided 
service at proposed library 
building at NW 107th and 
Cornell Road

When efforts to 
purhase a vacant 7-11 
fell through, Odus 
Bales offered space 
in Milltowner Center.

Book van user in 
1975



Early days-book 
donations, 
cataloging and 
space 
improvements



Staff Members 1977
Library Aide-Dick Lively, 
Librarian-Kathy Mann,
Volunteers-Pat Walker & Mary 
Packer

Library Board 1977
Jim Johnson, Allen Van Veen, Kurt 
Austerman, Jack Thurber.  Jan Johnson, 
Sue Jones, Pat Walker, Sue Peterson



Group Photo 1978 In Current Building Mezzanine area



Library Founders and Families
2014





1988 – Cedar Mill Library Expansion



2007  – Bethany Branch

1988 – 2000 2000 – building expansion & remodel

2009  – Bethany Branch 2019  – Bethany Annex



1977 – Storytime at Cedar Mill library

2018 – Bethany Library 2015 – Cedar Mill Library



1976 – M.E.S.S. Miscellaneous, Etc. 
Super Sale/Rummage Sale

M.E.S.S transitioned to year round 
shop facing Saltzman Rd.

2000 – Library expansion relocated 
shop to a portable New larger space and a garage

Resale supported the library 
from the beginning.



The library has always 
been a special place for 
families to visit.

And for 2,300 kids in 
daycare, the library 
delivers books and 
storytimes through its 
BookShare Program. 



In 1976, fifteen women spent over 1,200 hours 
creating the Cedar Mill Heritage Quilt. Former 
US Senator Maxine Neuberger drew the 
winning ticket while board president Jack 
Thurber looks on. The quilt was won by 
Kathryn Greathouse. Her family donated it 
back to the library in 2023.

The “Feathers” quilt, 2014 by award-winning 
quilter Barbara Stammer. She created this 
unique quilt in support of CMCLA on the 
library’s 40th anniversary

1986 – Quilt celebrating 
local authors. 

2014 – Quilt with blocks by 
volunteers showcasing 

library services and 
locations

QUILTS


