
OBOB 101 for Grown-ups



OBOB’s Mission

To encourage and recognize students who enjoy 

reading, to broaden reading interests, to increase 

reading comprehension, promote academic 

excellence, and to promote cooperative learning and 

teamwork among students.

Teams “battle” other teams by answering questions about the 

books in a quiz-show format.



Who can participate?

 Youth in 3rd-12th grades

 Must be on a public school, a private school or a 

public library team to participate

 Homeschool and online school kids may join a 

team at the public school they would otherwise 

attend



You must…

 Have a sponsor from your school (media 

specialist, library paraprofessional or school staff 

member)

 Be registered as a school by Oct 31st, and your 

school must have paid by Nov. 15th

 Have no more than 4 members on a team with 1 

alternate



What kind of practice is 

expected?

 Lots of reading and re-reading

 Questions - Use any questions you can find to 

practice and write your own

 Practice! Practice as a group. Do not do anything 

in practice that you can’t do in competition.



Meeting ideas – have FUN!

 Create a team name

 Read parts of the books out loud

 Let kids talk about the books on their own



Where to find questions:
 Cedar Mill Library website 

http://library.cedarmill.org/kids/obob/

Other useful resources
 WCCLS website

https://www.wccls.org/obob

 Roundabout Books

 Upcoming Fall into OBOB author presentations

 Past presentations on YouTube

http://library.cedarmill.org/kids/obob/
https://www.wccls.org/obob
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-into-obob-author-series-tickets-376889184697
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRQwDPUQHk-JjmbKgoaTx3A/featured


Question writing tips
 Use no more than 20 words

 Do not use key words from the title

 Avoid indicating the gender of the character

 Use only present tense

In which book questions:

In which book does a character lick a fish?

(Answer: The Best of Iggy by Annie Barrows)



Question writing tips
 Content questions:

❖ Be accurate – use the exact wording from the book

❖ Do not use “How” and “Why” questions

❖ Answers must be concise

❖ Use “What is the name of ” or “Name the character 
who”

In Letters from Cuba, what year does Esther leave for 
Cuba?

Answer: 1938 (P. 2)

In Life of Zarf: The Trouble with Weasels, name

the character who takes harpsichord lessons.

Answer: Prince Roquefort (P. 33)



Two-Part questions

TWO PARTS: In Ten, which two countries play in 

the exhibition match at Wembley Stadium?

Answer: Brazil and England. (p. 116)

In Ten, name the countries that play in

the exhibition match at Wembley Stadium?

Answer: Brazil and England. (p. 116)



How is a battle structured?

 Two teams battle against each other

 Only four students on each team

 One spokesperson for a battle

 15 seconds to quietly discuss the answer

 Answer must be given within the 15 seconds

 Only the first answer will be accepted

 Each correct answer is worth 5 points



Practice Advice

 Choosing a spokesperson is important. It is helpful 
if they are confident with the title and author 
names.

 Practice answering as a team with your 
spokesperson. Once the question is read you have 
15 seconds to respond. Your spokesperson answers 
for the team.

 Pronunciation guide: 
https://www.teachingbooks.net/pronunciations.cgi

https://www.teachingbooks.net/pronunciations.cgi


How do teams progress to 

State?

 Each school may send 1 team to Regionals.  

 Regionals: 

❖ Pool Play (each team plays twice)

❖ Sweet 16

❖ Awesome 8

❖ Fabulous 4

❖ Final battle

 The top team or teams at Regionals advance to State.



Define success before 

competing

So what if you don’t win?

As a team, talk about what success looks like before 

you get to a competition.

 Has participating enhanced your love of books?

 Have you learned to work together as a team?

 Have you practiced good sportsmanship?



Resources for OBOB books

 Check out books from your school library.

 At your public library check out:

 books

 audio books (books on CD or Playaways)

 e-books or e-audiobooks

 Kindles

 DVDs of past state battles



OBOB website

 It’s likely that most of your questions can be 

answered on the OBOB website at 

http://www.oregonbattleofthebooks.org/

 Read through the “OBOB Handbook” (under 

Resources)

https://www.oregonbattleofthebooks.org/


OBOB @ Cedar Mill Libraries
 OBOB Trivia for grades 3 – 5

❖ December 27th online 10:30am and 11:30am

❖ December 28th at Cedar Mill 10:30am and 11:30am

❖ December 29th at the Bethany Library Annex 10:30am 
and 11:30am

❖ Please register for only 1 session (the same questions will 
be used each time)

❖ All practice questions used will be on the library website 
soon after these trivia programs

 OBOB Trivia for grades 6 - 8 the afternoon of 
December 29th (hybrid programs)



Questions?

Laura: laurab@wccls.org


