CEDAR MILL & BETHANY COMMUNITY LIBRARIES

LIBRARY NEWS

New Executive Director, Angela Mollet

Angela Mollet started as Executive Director early this year after the
retirement of longtime Director, Peter Leonard. For the last five years,
as the Community Engagement & Adult Services Manager, Angela
has seen how important our libraries are to our communities. She
has decades of experience working in libraries, including as a public
Library Director in Massachusetts. She holds a Masters in Library
Sciences and a Masters in History from Simmons College, Boston.

‘'l will work thoughtfully on behalf of the community and
the organization. | am excited about shaping our shared
future together, in tandem with our amazing staff and
volunteers, and in response to the communities we serve''
—Angela Mollet

Outreach

Visiting local classrooms is an important part of connecting to our
community. Library staff visit schools throughout the year to give
away materials and teach young readers how to use the libraries and
sign up for reading challenges.

10 Library staff visited 5,500 CMBCL also

students in 143 classrooms distributed 4,177
last fiscal year. student library cards.

Upcoming Survey

In June, we will invite you to take part in a public survey that will help shape our strategic
direction for the next few years. Your feedback will guide us as we work to respond to
our community's needs and provide services that enrich lives and reflect our library's
mission. We appreciate your support and participation!

To participate in the survey, keep an eye on our website or scan the code to sign up for
Library Update, our twice-a-month e-newsletter at library.cedarmill.org/about/news.

CMBCLA Mission: Provide our community an open door to the joy of reading, lifelong learning and personal

enrichment, with emphasis on the literacy development of children.
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NEW STAFF AND NEW ROLES

Liz Fraser, Bethany Library Manager

We welcomed Liz Fraser as the new Bethany Library Manager last fall. Liz
has worked in public libraries for eighteen years, starting as a Children's
Librarian and Children's Services Manager. More recently, Liz worked in
Collection Development for Fort Vancouver Regional Libraries and as

the Community Engagement Supervisor for the Beaverton City Library.
She's happy to bring her varied experiences to Bethany. When she's not
reading, Liz enjoys camping and exploring our beautiful local parks with
her husband and son.

"I'm excited to be part of the tight-knit Bethany community,
which has been so welcoming to me since | started. It's a
pleasure to work in a community that loves their library with
such passion." —Liz Fraser

Laura Baca, Youth Services Manager

We welcomed Laura Baca as the new Youth Services Manager in April.
She will be a familiar face to many, as she has worked at the Cedar Mill
and Bethany Community Libraries since 2007. Laura began her career
with us as an Adult Services Librarian, but has spent the last five years
as a Youth Services Librarian. She has loved presenting storytimes,
being our Oregon Battle of the Books point person, visiting elementary
schools, and helping people of all ages find books that they will love.
Laura is originally from New Mexico, is fluent in French, and loves
spending time outside.

“I'm so proud of our Youth Services staff and the services

we provide, and I'm excited for this opportunity to serve our
libraries and our community in a new way." —Laura Baca

Will McCall, Adult Service Manager

We welcomed Will McCall as the new Adult Services Manager in January.
He joined the Cedar Mill and Bethany Community Libraries team in 2022
as the Adult Services Programming Librarian. Will started his library
career in the Bay Area working his way from shelver up to librarian. Will
loves connecting with community groups, trying new ideas for programs,
and browsing the New Releases shelf.

"Working with this team and community for the last 3 years has
been such a great experience, and | am very excited to grow

with them in my new position. | look forward to the exciting and
innovative ways that we will serve Cedar Mill and Bethany." —
Will McCall
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SUMMER READING

The libraries' Summer Reading program is a local tradition among community R
members with more readers joining each year. Last year, 3,247 program u{ﬂmm tﬁ{f}w .

participants read a total of 58,597 hours! ?'\}"“T A SEEI] Rﬂﬁ

Plus, our libraries

ol ¥
Hosted 203 summer programs attended by 4,115 people — & j L4
Visited 24 schools, summer lunch sites, and community festivals X ] l."
Gave away 4,546 books % T

Summer Reading 2026 for All Ages
June 1 - August 31

Kids Birth-st* Grade

13 Read or listen for 5 hours or set a higher goal!

1% Pick up a reading log from Cedar Mill or Bethany Library or log online with Beanstack.
1% Finishers can collect their free prize book between July 15 and August 31.
Teens Entering 6"-12! Grade and Adults
¥ Read 5 hours to finish.
13 Track your reading online using Beanstack or pick up a log at Cedar Mill or Bethany Library.
13 Teen finishers can collect a free book between July 15 and August 31.
13 Teen and adult finishers earn one ticket for grand prize drawings.

1% Track your reading, write reviews and complete activities in Beanstack to enter
weekly drawings and earn more grand prize tickets. Eﬁﬂa

g0

Scan the code or visit library.cedarmill.org/summer-reading to learn about
Beanstack, events, prizes, and more.

Proud Sponsors of CMBCL Summer Reading

State Library . CO RNELL
A m Be A ]
v , of Oregon ngrgfmur':'ii b, Holmcn % MILY DENTAL
Association

Washington County G IS l Marketing
Cooperative Library Services Group'
Oaks Amusement Park - Market of Choice - Play and Ponder

Lan Su Chinese Garden - Target + KingPins Family Entertainment Center
Buttercoop Bakery « Al's Garden and Home + P.F. Chang's - Clover and Booch
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Stuffed Animal Sleepover

Little library patrons dropped off their favorite friends last July for the
2025 Stuffed Animal Sleepover at Cedar Mill Library. Stuffies included
dinosaurs, unicorns, and animals and dolls of all kinds. The plump pals
enjoyed listening to storytime, playing games, and sharing snacks.
They explored the library and had fun swapping stories about their
human best friends. In the morning they went home to share tales of
their library slumber party adventure. Staff later posted photos of all of
the fun. We look forward to meeting more friends at the next sleepover
on July 10 at Cedar Mill Library. Visit our website calendar for more
information.

Visit library.cedarmill.org to learn more about library services and
events for kids.

“Thank you so much for this! My daughter just loves it, and
we had so much fun looking at each picture. She's already
working on figuring out which "friend" (stuffy) gets to go this
year!" —Library Patron

“Thank you and the entire team behind the Stuffed Animal Sleepover for your work on this!

It brought our family (and me!) so much joy to see the photos and be part of something so
purely fun. The library has become a special part of our family's life and we visit often with
our twin girls, almost 3 years old. The children's section always feels so welcoming. We are
very grateful to you all for creating such a wonderful place we can all enjoy. Thank you for all
you do." —Library Patron
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ADULTS

Adult Services Offers New Programs

The Libraries continue to offer new and favorite programs for
adults. New programs in the last year included Mahjong, escape
rooms, renter's rights, mutual aid, wildfire preparedeness, fraud
prevention, digital privacy, wheat weaving, poetry open mic,
resume writing and so much more. Ongoing programs like Owl
Book Group, Avid Adventurers Alliance: Dungeons & Dragons,
Writer's Mill, gardening talks, and English for Speakers of Other
Languages continue to attract new attendees.

Visit library.cedarmill.org to find resources and events for
adults.

Owl Book Group
Seed Library

The Seed Library has returned to both Cedar Mill and Bethany Libraries! Free seeds are available to
anyone hoping to start or expand their own garden, no library card necessary. Visitors are welcome to take
three seed packets per month, per household,

Business donors include Al's Home and Garden, Portland Nursery, Burpee, Heritage Seedlings, Baker
Creek Heirloom Seeds, Grow Organic, Redwood Seeds, Living Seed Company, and Tomato Fest. We are
also accepting donations of both commercially grown seed packets and seeds you've saved from your
own garden. Our seed library runs entirely on donations and we are grateful for your support.

Visit our website to find donation guidelines, gardening resources and booklists:
library.cedarmill.org/resources/seed-library.
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TEENS

Teen Services Manager Receives Award

Teen Services Manager, Mark Richardson received the
Beaverton School District Promise Award in the Believe
category last fall.

School officials said, “He's made an incredible impact at
Stoller Middle School, inspiring a love of reading.” And,
“We really love that Mark helps connect our students
to books and challenges that they can read over the
summer. That's going to keep their reading skills high
and keep them interested so that when they come back
to us in the fall, that learning is still alive and they're
excited to dive back in to the hard work that we have
for them. When Mark comes here in person as the face
of the library, and then kids see him at the library, it's
Jjust this really strong connection that we're creating for
students so they know that the community cares about
their learning and are here to support our students.’

Teen Art Spotlight

This year, we asked local teens

to create art representing our
Summer Reading Program theme,
"Plant a Seed, Read". We received
nine great entries from Olivia C.,
Katherine K., Tessa X., Makayla J.,
Laylani, Sunaina A., Airi O., Kevin L.,
and Megumi |. Here is a sample of
the art that (clockwise from right)
Megumi, Laylani, Kevin and Airi
sent us.

Library News 2026 7


https://library.cedarmill.org/events/cedar-mill-calendar/

CEC’CLF ml” &' BE‘thOﬂU Nonprofit Org.
Community Libraries US Postage

Portland, OR
Permit No.
1686

1080 NW Saltzman Rd, Portland, OR 97229-5603
Address Service Requested

"Thank you for all you do to make our
community a better, stronger and more
educated place." -Andy & Ellen W.

Thank you for supporting Cedar Mill and Bethany Libraries

Cedar Mill Community Libraries Association or CMCLA is a 501(c)(3), nonprofit organization dedicated to providing
public library services through Cedar Mill & Bethany Libraries. We are a member of the Washington County
Cooperative Library Services.

Mission: Provide our community an open door to the joy of reading, lifelong learning and personal enrichment, with
emphasis on the literacy development of children.

Cedar Mill Library Learn how you can support your
1080 NW Saltzman Road, Portland, OR 97229 community libraries by visiting:
(503) 644-0043 library.cedarmill.org

Bethany Library

15325 NW Central Drive Suite J-8, Portland, OR 97229
(503) 617-7323

Follow Us on Social Media! oo

[f
o
Lf

Library News is published annually by the CMCLA. Questions? Contact CMLdevelopment@weccls.org or (503) 644-0043 x121.

@CedarMillLibraries

Bethany Library Annex
4888 NW Bethany Boulevard Suite K-2, Portland, OR 97229

@CedarMill_BethanyLibraries

@Bethany.Library
Questions? Library staff are available by phone and email.

Email: cedarmill@wccls.org Website: library.cedarmill.org

Second Edition Resale

1050 NW Saltzman Road, Portland, OR 97229
(503) 644-6395

@CedarMillLibrary

g—,

@SecondEditionResale Iﬁ;.fi |
®@SecondEditionResale T sale
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